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must be extended over several million square
miles and millions of people who do not desire to
be conquered or reduced to subjection, the result,
as in South Africa, will inevitably be a series of
wars*

The military nature of this expansion of the
French and British empires must not, however,
obscure the compelling part played in it by
economic motives. The weapon of expansion was
war and conquest, the aims of expansion were
markets, raw materials, and profits. We have
already referred to the policy of Jules Ferry which
caused the first onslaught of French imperialism,
the invasion and conquest of Tunis in 1881* The
subjection of Tunis was a classical example of
economic imperialism* In the 'sixties and
'seventies Tunis, under the government of a
native bey, and nominally under the suzerainty of
Turkey, was penetrated economically by a horde of
French speculators, financiers, concessionaires,
and adventurers* They were successful in ruining
the country* Lending money at usurious rates
to the bey, they got him to make over to them in
return the most valuable economic concessions.
The bey, heavily in the debt of Paris capitalists and
financiers, was compelled to fleece his subjects in